
 
Sofa Secrets: Tips for Selecting 

a Comfy Couch 
Whether you’re looking for the focal point of your formal living room or a 

new Netflix-central for the family room, picking the right sofa is important. 

Here’s how to choose a couch that will look and feel great through years of 
daily use.  

Keep in mind: Price and stock could change after publish date, and we may make money from these links.  
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Begin With a Budget 
Spend an afternoon in a furniture store or browsing online and you’ll quickly realize that 

sofas come at all prices, from a few hundred to many thousand dollars. The good news 
is that you can get a great sofa at every level. “Quality is not necessarily indicated by 
price, contrary to what people may believe,” says Cindy W. Hodnett, Upholstery and 

Style Editor for Furniture Today. “You can find an affordable, high-quality sofa — and 

the exact opposite is true as well.” Part of what determines the sofa’s price is the type 
— a sleeper sofa, or one with “motion” capability or leather upholstery could cost more 
— but you should also consider how you’ll use the sofa when deciding how much to 

spend. “A sofa you plan to make the centerpiece of your living room in your dream-
house might be worth more of an investment,” says Max Bar-Nahum, director of custom 

upholstery at Dr. Sofa, a furniture services provider that offers disassembly (and 
reassembly), upholstery, repair, and custom design and build. “On the other hand, if you 
know your tastes change often, you’ll be moving in a couple of years, or if it’s the sofa 

you’ll put in your playroom for your kids to hang out on, you might not want to spend too 
much over your budget.” 

 

 


